Determination of bleeding risk in thrombocytopenic patients with platelet transfusion therapy.
In a clinical study (50 thrombocytopenic patients) we determined the bleeding risk and the platelet transfusion efficacy by a special modification of the in vitro bleeding test (IVBT, Thrombostat 4000). Additionally, cell count, hematocrit, body temperature, platelet volume and distribution width, Simplate bleeding time and a bleeding score were investigated. The use of the modified IVBT proved to be promising to find a clearer indication of platelet transfusion and to estimate its efficacy.